WILDFIRES

More frequent, more ferocious and more deadly
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MUTUAL AID SYSTEM PRE-POSITIONING

During extreme weather events, pre-positioning
strike teams in or near at-risk communities is a
proven strategy for preventing small fires from
growing into uncontrolled mega fires and in
saving lives during floods and mudslides.
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had more equipment to help people evacuate and
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- Santa Rosa Fire Chief Anthony Gossner
(Santa Rosa Press Democrat, 3/118)

THE CHALLENGE

Local government personnel and equipment comprise 80% of the resources available to respond
to requests for mutual aid. California’s current Mutual Aid System allows local fire departments to
be reimbursed for their costs when responding to major emergencies.

But until recently, no funds were available to reimburse local agencies when responding to mutual
aid requests to pre-position resources. Without reimbursement, the costs of pre-positioning strike
teams is prohibitively high for local governments.

A coalition of local fire chiefs, cities and firefighters is asking the legislature to allocate an
additional $100 million for pre-positioning and modernizing mutual aid communications
systems.

For more information contact info@d-risc.org
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